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Me fadeihs licht of 1lifes lnrst day 1s slowly slip-
nin~ into the ehndows, The michtlest man who ever
spolze Tor Cod in this world 1is sittinﬁupgjd“abh rove |
_The eand in the hour glass ic HWMIbN”bu" clock of the

contuaries &8s about to strlike, the polsed suilotine
is readr ¢t fall,

His viro-ous life had been punctuated with many
tmnrisonments, impessible nll"dt and nerils, But bhe
Lord had delivered him out of them all,

il lmew what it was to have the prison stoclks to fall
from his hands at midnicht and prison doors to swing
onen by the nishty power of God. lle Ymew the perils
of' bein~ lost at sea, shipwreeked in a storm, wien a
hona wns gone, yet to be brousht safe to land by Gtlwe
heln of od, |

Tothin~ had moved him, stopped him or abated his zeal
for ore than thirty ycars. But now his outloolt is

different. The realization has come to him that he 1
nob soing to be delivered this time.

The embirerbaak last chapter of the boolt bears the
maprlc end sheds the atmosphere of a man writing the
last chanter of his 1life and putting the finishing
tonehes on an earthly soujourn that is triwsnhant
cven in death,

e had wrxthon of the Victory of the Vanaquishedim in
the 11lth chanter of Ligbrows and had classified those
1nvtvrs w10 had died horribledeaths in the mornins
of 11fe in the same category with those died in
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slory having come to she ond of-life at the very to»

off tlie ladder of 81ccosSS.

Tow ho is experiencing what he has written of others
lle 1s to drink the martyrs cup and.die the martyrs
death, But this nL"htjnrinco of nreachers ke altc”"
not. iie is as calm in anticipathon of death as if he

were proing outbt to proacn o sermon,

The lkey phrase of }liu 1lif'e he uses now.Azain he cries
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T tere was any one thing that characterised his

over move in nll of his 1life it is the word RLADY,

RUADY TO PR.ACT TIlS GOSPLL T1] ROlEess RUADY TO GO TO
RGADY PO B 10UlID: and now, RBAUY 10 DILJ.
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This mishty durcelean worrior bearing in his body
gscare Crom many 2 confliet, trophies from many a bals
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Confesses now his bonds. ile is in prison at Ilome
woaiting the hour of erecubion.
llis freedom is over, llis greabt lifeof travel 1s past
Tow the limitations of four walls shut him In.
He can loolk out of the #&htll window where a little
lirht streaks throuch that out there in the world of"
men there is a great power at worlk that 1ls a thousan
t imes stronzer than the might of lome. '
A poweb that he had a part in setting 1n motion,
Tt..is the pnower of the Gospel.

“e recognizes his confineiient but he knows thab
four srey walls can never imprison the gospel ol
lJH”Su. - _

Arakhcaonkdxmnaver e confesces the nearness off death
to himself., Sut he knows that death cannot destroy
the gospel , and chains can never bind it,

He triumphantly afrirms thé it was at work and would
continue among men forever,
Ac know1ed”ein~ his bonds he declares in the same b
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’n'we'\t’n thes 1mnous1b11‘~" of pinding the) Gogpel
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Paul is emphatie and dogmatic in his nethods but e
always basis every creat ststement on a sound premis,
de had asrraised the gospel mmy times." Iz am not
ashamed of the gospel of Christ for it 1s the power
of Zod unto salvabion to dvery one they believeth,
Acain) God forbid that T snoull clory save in the
Cro s of the Lord ;esus Christ; for by it I am
cricified unto the world and tne world unto nes."

He had been the champion exponent ‘of the doctrine
off the resurrection, € be11eved that the bonds of
death had been burst asunder by Christ. lie pelieved
ith John thdad the word hocame flesh and dwelt anong
en. And he believed that the power of a resurrected
Christ could never lmow conefinement.,
e had been told by Feter of How sesus had passed
throush walls and dissanneared a"aLn when the doors
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were closed. and he believed it.
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Christ the living word, had conquered death hell and
the grave. And that Christ was out there in the
world of men working, moving, convincing and conaquori

L . s ;
“e Imew that Timothy misht be discouraged, and that
his many followers from RBIIimp throughout Asia lMinor
misht lose heart by his imprisonment anddeath. So he

seems to be saying, I am bepds and death awaits me
but the Gospel,is not ZOUIID.



1eee¢ OTIHURS NAD TRIED T0 BIND IT

Panl Yad anent his 11fe combat!ing narrowninded

nro mdlee In the ehurehe To hin the rospel had no

1tmitntons and 1t was for all men

(o) Someohad tried to limit i1t to esus only. They

~would not accent the gospel from any vmemohcr. {hey

would aeoe) & no meagsenzer of the gruth but Yesus
tmaelf/

(1)UL\x“x had tr‘ol to surgimseribe 1t Lo raclal

1ines, Paul had to go to Joru'mlem and stand on the

Lloow of the Jerusalem and ‘deelare to the church

“athors that the GCospel was not for the ews only

but Cfor Yentlles as well, :

(e) Some had tried to bind upon 1its back tho Lime

worn btraditlons from Abraham to Calvary. DBut Paul ha

had sald Circuwnelsion nor uneircumeision avnilath

anvthins but a . -new creature,

(a) Ventrled to elutter its simpllieity with certaln

lecal burdens =nd confine 1t to racial barriers,

Al of these he fousht agal nst and championed the
frecdom of the word of God, and trliumphantly dxcialms
in the last hours of his life. |l woRw OF GOJ IS Luy;
O'NDe

. !

1l..JEN STILL TRY TO BIND Tils GOSPEL,

(a) Some c¢ladm to have a monopoly on 1t, |
That they have certaln divine rights provided for
them 1In the ~sospel that no other can share unless

they pgo thelr waye.

(b) Others claim a certain special insight, that God
has siven to them. A special revelation that no othor

can recelve,

(e) Some would cireumscribe it to a particulesr
name and denominatlon and say its benefits goes thils

far and no further.
(d) Some would limlt it to onlyt he new birth and say
that “anctification 48 not a provision of the Gospel,

(¢) Some tell.us that the loly (Ghost cannot be recelve
now, It belonged to the apostles only.

() Some would strip the 0spel of the great doctrlne

of healing
(=) Others tell us that the r{]uastlﬂn off sin anl()
} comnlotely settled in this 1ilfe. W_ cannot et
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only subdne it for a season, Ve must sin evep,
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111, TIT: PROVLY LIKITLESSIGESS OF THE GOSPEL.,

panl had challensed the whole world with the Cospel, |

le had proven it among thephilesophers of Athens and
amon~ the “arharians of Agsla Minor.,
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lle had put it on parade before Felix, estus and
tin~ Acrinpa, He was @ le to say those of vaesars
ov household salute Jou.

ila had 'seen t he small and ~reat melt before 1%,
prison doors mmmmx fall from their hinges. “eamons |
were cast dut. dead raised, sicl healed, marx whole |
cities turn to God, worlds conquered. Not one time in
211l of his life had he seen the gospel proven weak or
fail,
1V, His supreme argument:

Always his defence wae in the f act that Chrisr rose
fpom Ghe dead. He lmew thab as long as the risen
eChrist lived in the hearts of any man that the
word ol the Lorﬁ could not be bound. -

V.. lI¥Y GOSPEL,

-
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Afavorite phrase of his, liy Cospel,
Jas it egotistieal, was he being pufied up or exalted
WWhe did he call the gospel of Christmnm Iy gospel?

P

“e was not dishonorin-~ Christ. He was not attempting
q) exalt himself,

e was testifying that His identity with the CGospel
made hirone with its nrincinals and teachings.

iie was so lost in the Cospel of Christ till. For him
to live was christ and to die was gain. Its no & thab
lives but cehrist liveth in me.,
le was not only nreaching the
If you want to lnow whas Chris
( he rirl in Conway)
Jesus nad gsaid 1f You would sec the Father look at me
“anl said irf vou would lnow Christ get acquainted wit

rne. B
—T think Jesus Christ would be ashamed to beidentified |

wvith some holiness people of this dgy,

heas living ite

ospel
is like. Look at mee
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