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KNOW HIM AND 'MAKE HIM KNOWN
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Phil, 3:8 - "I .count everything as loss compared to
the possession of the priceless privelege of knOW1ng
Christ Jesus my Lord, and of progressively becoming
more deeply and 1nt1mately acquainted with Him, of
perce1V1ng and recognizing and understandlng Him ;
more fully and clearly... o _ : 5

For my determined purpose is that I may know Him...j
that I may progressively beocome more deeply and
1nt1mately acquainted with Him, perceiving and
recognizing and understanding the wondérs of His -~ !
Person more strongly and' more clearly p ! ‘ -

And that I may in that: same: way come to know the
power overflowing from His resurrection which it .
exerts over-believers; and that I may so share His
sufferings .as to be continually transformed in spiri
into His likeness even to His death, in the ‘hope . thalf
iT possible I may attain bto the splrltual and moral
" resurrection that lifts me out from among the dead
even whlle in body. (AMPLIFIED VERSION)

Uncounted throngs enJoyed the prlceless privelege |
of knowing Christ as He walked the dusty roads of
Palestine and llngered on the sands of the shore of
Galileeaq - :

The sick, the lame, the~halt,,and_the blind»were
blessed to know Him, to feel His touch and receive.
his healing power; the leper was cleansed at. HlS : _
word. =

Mary Magdalene with a . multitude of others knew = -
the joy and peace of His forgiveness;. Mary, Martha, {
and Lazarus shared the precious treasure of know1ng :
Him in intimate friendship. : |
" The twelve favored onces walked with Him daily = |
listening to His words . of wisdom, knowing Him as '
their Master. The inner circle -of. disciples, Peter,

- -James ‘and -John seemed to know Him in even a closer
relationship. o ol 3

Paul, though not a contemporary of Ghrlst met hi
"as one born out of ‘due season" on the road to . . 1~
Damascus. The bright light, the voice of Jesus the {-
~ vision of the crucified Christ was 'so 1ndellbly
stamped ‘upon his heart, mind and character, that Saul
of Tarsus was radlcally changed into Paul the Apostle-
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Once he had been committed to the task of stamplng F
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out .Christianity--but when he met Christ, he was
.econsumed with a passion to know Him in HlS fulness
and .to.make Him known to others, -

God spoke to Ananias in a V181on and sent him
to pray for Paul that he might receive his sight
saying, "For I will shew him how great things he
-.must suffer for my name's sake.":

- Many years later '‘Paul wrote-the Christians at
Corinth listing some of his sufferings for the sake
of Christ. Five - times received 39 stripes, three
times beaten with rods, -stoned, shipwrecked three
times, spent a. day and a night in the- ocean,- '
in. long journeys, -in perils of waters, robbers,
and by.his own countrymen. - In perlls of heathen,
in the 01ty in the W1lderness in the sea, among
false brethren; in weariness, and painfulness,
in hunger and thlrs 1n oold and nakedness.

Yet, after recountlng h1s affllctlons “he
summed them up by saying, "Most gladly theref‘oro
will I rather glory in my 1nf1rmrt1es that the
power of Christ may rest upon me. | :

__Perhaps this is the secret of poweér:of Paul's
mlnlstry...perhaps this is the secret of his keen
insight into the mlnd and character of God -—st

sufferings.

Paul magnlfled the mlnlstry of sufferlng in-a
Christian's life. He, glorled in persecutions that
came his way deeming it ‘& privelege to be’counted
worthy to suffer for the sake of Chrlst :

If we like Paul pray to know Chr1s+ in the fellow-
ship ,of" HlS sufferlng we are asking for a difficult
thlng We are asking for lonliness, opposition, sha
reproach and physical suffering. We are asking to
be. re jected of men, to be misunderstood: we are
asklng for a burden to bear for others.

Although we shrink and' crlnge in fear- before suffer-
ing, it is'good for:us. 'Suffering is a burning
flame in the heart,.a cleansing, refining action,
consuming the dross and leaving the individual

stronger, yet more dependant on God than ever pefore
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Gone is self-assurance; in its place, is_assurance:; .
of . strength through God. A new wonderful relationsk
ship is born, a revelation of a new way of.life,;
a life that is in God's hands, owned by God kept
by God and directed by God for His Glory and in
His will. L iy A 16 o % _
Such a relationship transcends all human understandn
ing.  It's as though the Glory of God is shed in
a shining ray to envelop. the individual

It!s as though a ladder is .let down.from heaven with
angels ascending and descendmng bringing new .
revelation .and, 1ns1ght into: the, character of;. God

Approval of others becomes 1n01dental Only onefrﬂ
thing becomes 1mportant--to know and do the
perfect will, .of God.,w. :

T

- Sorrow Spotllghts fOOllSh self prlde and shows’

a person how helpless he -is without God. . It'

‘like the.. 1lifting .of a fog which has clouded the

vision, shOW1ng man's true relatlonshlp to hlS R
Maker. It clears away false ideas and gives truev

fperspectlve. N . : w4

w

and through the resurrecting power makeé us'iinto

A person becomes helpless,,frall humble, and
powerless in his own eyes. Self ¢onfidence is gone
and in 1its place comes a new confidence born of
trust in God giving the individual strength and’
power %o, perform God's will,

Why should we, shrlnk from sufferlng when' 1t works
such wonders in our llves.’ When we embrace sorrow“
sufferlng, persecution, or tribulation as coming "
from God .as He works in.and through us, then
indeéd can suffering have its perfect work in us

-~

chosen - vessels to bear the Name of ChPlSt.

And that is why we are saved—-to make known ChPlSt“
to the world.

We are.living. in a day of careless Christians, at
ease. in. Zlon.~ ‘The church has grown lazy, cold
1ncreased 1n goods, and self sufflcient. SR

Great satlsfactlon is achieved in carrylng ouL the
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the physical and social aspects of the church prograrn
while men everywhere are dying without Christ. The
church has lost the urgency of the Commission. Many
Gheistians have lost their concern for th7 10@t that
once added meanlng to their Chﬁ?@h“WOPk.\} - ,

We need to ask Christ to renew our vision of Hlm and
of HlS klngdom work. Fas %rz - R TR Ol Lo
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We are not always aware of our lack of vision nor =
conscious that our vision has been dulled.

For nineteen years, I was very near31ghted and didn'’
know it.. I thoughi'everyone saw things ds I did.
It's true that distant objects appeared blurred: I
couldn't recognize people across the street--but 3
honestly belleved I had perfect v181on. ’

Then one day at work, I laughingly picked up a pair
of horn-rimmed glasses belonging to my boss. I
nearly fell over in astonishment, Everythlnd'was ‘80
clear and bright. I looked down the length of the
long of'fice and could recognize every person. Their
features looked so sharp and clear. I looked out of
the window and the distant skyline of the city of
Atlanta took on a Beauty I had never seen., The cloc!
on the -building across the street came 1nto focus.,

I dldn 't even -know 1t was there.

Immedlately % wanted glasses of my own and dldn T
rest until T had gotten them.: They Opened up a new
world to me. The stars weére no more just bright"
blobs against the mldnlght blackness of the sky
Each. llttle star was a pin- p01nt of brilliance.
Every :leaf on the tree stood out to itself when
visioned through my new glasses. I saw the beauty
of the birds. and flowers with new appreciation. The
sun no, longer bllnded me. - The whole world was new.

Every few years, I find that my vision has faded -
and things begin to.blur. It is necessary for me

to go through a test and pay the price before I have
my vision clear again,

As Chrlstlans,'we may find that our vision has faded
. It may cost, something to get that vision. It may .

involve suffering or sorrow; it will involve -

mitment but whatever the price,
o dRURRUER R SETE it is worth it.

P



5 for the most 1mportant thing in life is to see
Leohrist--no matter what the cost.

Strangely enough along with a vision of Chrlst
comes a vision of a lost and dying world and’ a deep
concern to make Christ known.

In this enlightenad age. over one billion four
hundred million souls exist without any knowledge
of Christ.o alvatlon. ‘Seven hundred fifty million

%. durgﬂg the last generatlon. 'These figures
would not be a reality if every person who professes
to KNOW Christ were committed as Paul was to-the
Cause of making Christ known.

With world population growing 'at the rate of 62%
million a year, more than 185,000 must be won o
Christ every day, 7708 every hour, 128 every minute
just ‘to keep pace W1th the 1ncrease in populatlon.

If our own people of the Pentecostal Hollness church
were fully committed, we would multlply with rapidit;
in the homeland, and our missionaries would pour inbtt
all parts of the world with a zeal to make Christ
known-to &ll men. There would be no shortage of
‘workers, no shortage of funds--for every' member woulc
be- a worker—-every member a contrlbutor.

If each of you were fully commltted ‘to this cause,

it would revolutionize your life. No longer would
you feel that church ‘attendance and tithe paying
were sufficient. No each of yo g%ld have a
personal’ compelllng urgenéy he Gospel to all
natlons.

If we could envision the tragedy of our times...if we

“eould see the dark days 'ahead...if we could realize
how short is our day and how long" eternity...if we
could sense the nearness of the coming of Christ to
this world to catch away His bride. If we could
perceive the encroachment of the terrible days of th.
Trlbulatlon, we would be moved out of our complacenc
to pray, to dedlcate and to W1tness for Christ.

. The hope of the world hinges on Christ. Can we be
justified in our silence while others perish?

To make men known is our .debt. NO ChPiStian.is ‘
axemnted from this obligation. We must in some wmanne



6carry the message of the salvation we have
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First it is necessary- -to make a personal committment.
God can-use effectively only those who are wholly
resigned to His will. .

o Seek God's will for your life.. Do not walt
to be asked to work for God., Be a volunteer to
get the Gospel out. God will show you His way and
His will for you. He will make a way for you to
do your part. Be quick to obey Him without
excuse. v : |

o Pray for the Cause of Missions. This should
ben a vital part of our dally prayer:

Loy - PVRF EOP our Mlss1onar1es...th1s is. a ministry
that we all may share. ‘Pray with fervency, identify
ourselves with our Missionaries. Make prayers
specific. -Ask God to inspire prayers and make thewm

- meaningful and effectlve._

2. Pray that the . Lord of : the harvesu will send
forth laborors into His harvest. This should be a
cry from our souls...that young people may be
converted, called:and trained for His service. Then
be ready and willing if He should call you, or one
of your children into. His harvest. fleld

3. Pray for the spread of . the prlnted Word. The
American Bible Society is working daily to get the
word of God published in languages throughout the

‘world. Yet, till this date. there are over 5000

languages and dialects ihto'which no portion of the
Word of God has been translated.~ Yet this has been
recognized as the most effect] vé method of evangelist
on. manyymissionifj eldsi i shene i
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L. Pray that the financial needs for the promotion
of the Gospel may be supplied.. .God owns the wealth

- of the world...but He chooses to support His Cause

through the love and-devotion of -His people-to the
Cause. What we give...our time...our talents, our
money. our sons:and daughters, our heart's yearnings.
all will be treasures laid up in heaven.

How can we make Him known? By getting a new vision
of Christ: by knowing ‘Him in the fellowship of His



uffering, and by letting the power of His resurrectaon
low in and through us to bless the world.

b 4
Job was '’ ot awari$of His redeeﬁer until he went thro

the firey trials;thén; .and ‘theh only;was he pade
consciousof—-the powerkof the resurrection. !

The poger of! the resurrection comés. to us, only when
we are_cofipletely” submissive~in the hands' of Christ.

1t &s-the'ﬁbwer of the resurrectibh ‘that-brings us
forth from the death_.of sin into newness of life.
and transforms us into a new creature in Christ
Jesus.

It isAﬁhiswsame~powerwofwthevresurree%ion%that%_
must shine forth.-in-our-lives to-lkighten the way
of “abhers, -

£

The Psalmeésti.axhaffed - théipedpleto-rejdicenandn?
make a~joyful noiseruntsnr@od; to: makewknown hhe
blessingscaf :God :tp otheéns "That Godhs: wayimays
be made known upon the earth and thy saving
health among all nations.




