Following on to know / 1
HIS CONCERN FOR YOUTH S
Scripture Text: Exodus 3:9-12, 4:12, 15

"Behold, the cry of the children of Israel is
come unto me: and I have also seen the oppressic
wherewith the Egyptians oppress them. Come now.
therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharoah,
that thou mayest bring forth the children of
Israel out of Egypt.

"And Moses said unto God, Who am I, that I
should go unto Pharoah, and that I should bring
forth the children of Israel out. of Egypt?

"And he said, Certainly I will be with thee.
Now therefore go, and I will be W1th thy mouth
and teach thee what thou shalt say...and will
teach you what ye shall do."

Since that far off day when Moses talked witi
God at the burning bush, this old.world has
undergone hundreds of convulsions of change and
transition. From a primative existence to the
push-button convenience of a modern day, it has
come. '

Yet the conditions of today's world bear a
striking parallel to those of ancient Egypt.

The Hebrews were slaves to Pharoah. Their
youth had no future to anticipate other than the
br1ckyardsvagg the whip of the taskmaster.

A1though we Tive in a land where slavery
has been abolished, yet so many young people
feel they must live for the moment because of
the uncertainty of the future. And some are
in slavery of a sort...sdaves to drugs, slaves
to drink, slaves to tobacco, slaves to sex,
slaves to the opinions of their peers, slaves t¢

sin. And Satan is bidding for the souls of our
youth and- ch11dren from ear11est ch11dhood
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God called Moses to liberate the children of
Israel from Egypt's bondage; He is calling on
you and me as Christian mothers and women of the
church to bring liberation to our -chiddren-and

-people from the bondage of Satan.

Moses turned aside. from his duties as &
shepherd to examine the burning bush and to
listen to the voice of God. May we also turn
aside from our dajly activities Tong enough to
hear God's call.

The pages of the Bible glow with records of
women who faced impossible.circumstances but,
who, through God's help,.were able to save their
children for the Lord.

There's Sarah, the beautiful wife of Abraham,
who followed her husband over.mountains steep
and burning deserts. In this day of mobility
when one out of three Americans are changing
places of residence every year, when families
are uprooted and move from place to.place, it
may seem hopeless:to build a family altar and
make new church ties. "But no one.ever moved
more th?"-?@&%ﬂ; Often the rising sun found
1 Abraham/puTTing" up tent stakes and pushing
further toward the horizon. And the setting
sun found him: building a new altar to his God.
With every adverse condition, Sarah was able to
plant faith and obedience in Isaac and he is
listed among the patriarchs.

Jochebed had every circumstance against her
in-a time when all Hebrew women were losing
their children to Pharaah's sword, but she foumnc
a way to save her son. It took ingenuity, skill
vigilence and faith in God, but she accomplishec
her task.

~ Today's Christian mother may feel she is figr
ing a losing battle in her efforts to implant
Christian principles and scriptural teachings
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in the hearts of her children when the education:
al system is se: full of modern viewpoints foreig
to Christianity's absolutes. But Jochebed's
teachings were stacked up against all the pagan
beliefs of the Land of the Nile and.Moses was
"trained in all the wisdom of Egypt." Yet,

\when it came time to make a.choice, he chose
rather to suffer the afflictiong of the people
\lof God than to enjoy the pleasuresof sin for

‘a season."

Hannah's peesistent prayers brought aan
answer from God.in the form of a son. She kept
her vow to God. and dedicated:-him to temple
service at an early age.

Samuel was under the influence and tra1n§3ng
of E1i, the priest, who had. been totally
ineffective.in training.his own boys. He was so
far from God-that he could not even hear His
voice. It took the dedicated.child.of Hannah
to receive God's message for both E1i and the
nation of Israel. And Samuel served in God's
temple faithfully throughout his Tife.

Again, we would speak of Lois. and Eunice who
were able.to implant the scriptures.in the
heart of young Timothy, who was destined to take
EE the work of Pau1 as an evange11st

| Then there S Naom1, who, though she lost her
husband an3,5¥ ons, lived so.close to God
that she wéfi Her™ddughter-in-Taw:to her religion
Through her: @ounse] ang u gance, Ruth besame
BRETWEFe of Boaz, the§ pandmother of King David,
3£p/ﬂas in, the,.royal 11p%%ge of, Jesus Chr1st
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'”r¢mﬂ@s@?’ sp%n Forty “y2a¥s Th peace and

’Eh1et of the desert, tend1ng his father in-Taw'

sheep. He was far from the dust, dirt and gr1me

Of the brickyards. He could not hear the groans
of his people. He had withdrawn himself from
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their probTem. And his concern that had once
caused him in a moment of heated passion to
ki1l the Egyptian taskmaster was no longer
dominent in his thinking.

We, too, in our sheltered existence in the
church often fail to realize th€§€3nd1t1ons

surrounding us. We tend to W1thdraw ourselves
from involvement W1th the prob]ems and concerns

!},f-»_ﬂiaa!:.s\wor]d repri o

P
But if we are to save the youth of our homes,
our church, our community, our cityys our npt1oh,
we must become involved. .If we aré to fulfill
the Great Commission, we must: tupn our prayers,
energies and concerns towards our youth.

For, do you realize that gver ‘half of today's
popu]at1on is.under 25 with/the teenage
population growing 300% faster than the total
gopulation. .

We have a TV generat1on--a generation of
children and teens_ ho have their thoughk,
desires and almost-comptetely shaped
by TV. Do you rea11ze that by the time the
average child starts to sbhool he has between
three and four tho sand“hours of TV viewing.
Eighteen year o]dzﬁhave spent 15,000 hours

watching TV as cg pared ta 11, 000 hours in the
classr - U 'S I'/U(’ s TIZ PG 4 /a';y/év
J@ /(//]9&5_,569/716’ /)776’5‘ Cl T c‘ch’d 7‘- d0/77
//c’.ﬁ. tirm g p /oS Nefl2crr fzm’t;/ o rccu 510725

here is a permissive atmosphere in #he home

and school. }eens have more freedom, more money
to spend, Tes’s adult supervision and less
responsibil @y

In the fducat1ona1 system, there is more .
emphasis on self expression than self discipline
on self-gy at1f1cat1on rather than self denial,

Young people who have had every desire grat1f1ed
xpgrxthe/find it d1ff1cu1t to fo1low the way of

the'cro§s.‘
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Susanna Wesley, mother of Johw ané/Charles
Wesley, had this kind of concern. 4

Although she was a fraigd woman, giving
birth to 19 children, 1iving in poverty with
hardly enough to feed her chilYdren, yet it was
said of her that she arose.two hours earlier
every morning.than her hous€éhold to spend the
time in meditation and worship.

In addition to her mu1t1tude of household
tasks, she sefit aside. seme—%ﬁ#sze&eﬁzéaycfe
spend—wT%h—ﬁﬁxhszmq4d=$ﬁﬂﬁ=epemt six hours a
day teaching her children their Tessons which
included the regular school subjects as well
as the Word of God.

Her concerns did not stop with her own
family. John Wesley said that one of the _
things that most inspired him in his ministry
was the memory.of the Sunday night services
his mother held in her own home for friends
and neighbors. It was said that she often
spoke to as many as 200 at a time crowded into

her humble home.

Such a task would have looked too great for
most women, but Susanne Wesley saw with eyes o
faith and was willing to give of her time and
efforts to fulfill what she believed to be

God's will.

The results--her two sons, John and Charles

Wesley, thoroughly convince of the d
of Holiness as taught and lived by tgg$;1£§the

became the f theAMethod1 st

church. Char1es WesTey
ov@r 3,000 religious son8§V§n5°h ﬁSChurch

" / / b / (£
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—- - Concéern? Yes, that is what we need--a :
concern that will get us mov1ng to accomp11sh
the imposcihle FAr-Bad.
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Young people are encouraged to live by
experimentation rather than by parental standarc
They ‘are taught to analyze, criticize, to raise’
questions about.1ife, about.social and moral

" behavior, about.religious beliefs and national
decisions. The doctrines of pragmatism,
relativity and situational ethics lead a young
person to feel that he can.do what is right 1in
his own eyes regardless of #ts effect on himself
8r others.

: The Tines between right and wrong-have dimmec
‘dnd the diety of Jesus Christ and the authority
of the Bible have been minimized.

Our teens have everything stacked against
them. When we do our best to save.them, train
them and lead them in the way of righteousness,
the instruction of godless teachers, the desire
for approval of their peers, and the endless
temptations of Satan tend to draw them away fron
us, from God, and from the church.

It is -time to become concerned. Moses' ER®REE
concern was renewed with God's.call. He became
so concerned until the Tiberation of God's
people became his.very 1ife. At one time he
even asked God. to blot his name-out-of the book
of Life rather, than to destroy the children of
Israel Lor Thein wiched 58

Let us ask God to place within our_hearts a
concern that will posses$s us, motivate us,
activate us and cause to.reach out arms of love

kagﬁ concern for our youth.
—

b i
We Took about u$ at today's problems facing
our youth, and Tike Moses we feel our inadequac)
We feel 1ike saying, "Who am I? What can I do?

But 1ike Moses we have God's promise, ,//”
uCerta1n1y I will be with Thee.. Iowill be W1ht
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thy mouth and teach thee what thou shalt say...
and will teach you what ye shall do."



